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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully 
any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for exami- 
nation, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease, 
Any scheme for the control will depend for its success educated 
public opinion.’ 

Recommendation World Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


The transmission Hansen’s disease being still unsolved, 
the medical world classes communicable.”’ 


The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty years 
ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required 
take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually for 
short periods. 
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S VIEW 
Clifton Rash 


Since this institution came under 
government control the United States 
Public Health Service has had main- 
tained here two chapels and the 
vices two chaplains order that the 
patients may have the privileges and 
benefits religious worship and the 
direct help that comes through faith. 
These are Catholic and Protestant 
churches and chaplains. 

For three and one half years the writ- 
has been the Protestant Chaplain. 
His duties consist carrying Chris- 
tian services, public and private, which 
are meant meet the spiritual needs 
afflicted persons who are non-Cath- 
olic. The government careful that 
the rights religious worship are 
the persons both groups. The 
non-Catholics come from many reli- 
gious experiences and memberships. Ap- 
propriately the church non-denomin- 
ational and called The Union Prot- 
estant Church. 

The Protestant Chaplain has had op- 
portunity observe many things con- 
cerning the disease leprosy and the 
people who are afflicted with it. isto 
remen bered that Christian Chap- 
lain’s point view studies and ob- 
servations does not and need not the 
same the points view the doc- 
tors the interested men and wo- 
men the laity nor the patients 
themselves. 

One fact outstanding now; 
completely true view can obtained 
either reading short visits. The 
first contact with people under the bans 
leprosy was made the writer more 
than thirty years ago North Africa 
and Palestine. Ever since there has 
been deep interest and reading 
medical, missionary and socialogical lit- 


erature relating leprosy. However 
many variations human life 
the peculiar strains leprosy come be- 
fore during continuous. residence. 
There are many phases, some seem- 
ingly contradictory, the disease itself 
and also the institutional care the 
patients that unimagined undescrib- 
facts are constantly presenting 
themselves. also with the wide 
range personality and attitude 
mong the patients. This last affords 
never ending source keenest inter- 
est the continuous observer. The pa- 
tients come from all walks life, from 
greatly varying degrees education, 
experience and customs. They also come 
from areas which have widely different 
attitudes toward leprosy and toward 
those who have it. One constantly 
trying sincerely and prayerfully how 
can best help, the suggestions that 
might physical benefit and the 
instructions and admonitions. that 
would definitely help the patients 
look God. 

versations with patients that the great- 
est hindrance, either recovery 
wholesomeness living, the con- 
stantly felt attitude society toward 
them. This disease carries with 
stigma. This the unjust heritage 
many centuries. This not the 
discuss the historical and Biblical 
sources these social attitudes. Suf- 
fice say that they are very real 
and come from ignorance the true 
leprosy and from very wide spread ig- 
norance the disease. 

There isa need for educational 
program cause the people know 
that leprosy not highly contagious 
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many think. The idea that 
frightfully dangerous general that 
one meets upon every hand, even 
mong the educated and not infrequent- 
among the medical profession are- 
outside the Southern boundaries 
our country. Though called 
the thoughtful, 
careful person will treat with respect 
there are very real reasons for the 
dread people have for it. 

dining car not long agoa gen- 
tleman sitting next the writer asked 
where his place service was. The an- 
swer was: hospital chaplain 
the National Leprosarium Carville, 
Louisiana.’’ Immediately the ladies 
the opposite side the table drew 
back alarm and one dropped her 
fork! The gentleman proved 
former Naval officer and had previous 
knowledge Carville. This was indeed 
opportunity explain about the 
dear friends ‘‘my flock’’ the fine, 
but misinformed ladies. They asked 
many questions all which were an- 
swered honestly and tothe best 
ability. They were very grateful for the 
talk. 

Ata dinner church the East 
aman asked the place service 
and when told said: ‘‘It little 
crowded here. think move over 
the end the table wife will 
have more Needless say the 
chaplain did not move occupy the 
additional think that worker 
going outside will surely give oth- 
mark ignorance. However 
the people who have the idea should 
not too severely blamed the pa- 
tients, some doblame them, for 
they are innocent victims age old 
attitude. And then many the pa- 
tients had the same ideas before they 
knew what their affliction was! 


But not all society like that 
our experience proves. When came 
here were told that need expect 
visitors; that people would shun 
and would not come see us. But 
the contrary; the first year over 200 
people visited our home not 
counting the neighbors who live the 
station. The great majority these 
guests were shown through the colony 
and were eager learn the true things. 
They, and many other visitors, are 
force breaking down false ideas. 
mong all our guests there have been 
very, very few incidences what 
and these were easily led different 
feelings. Visitors have come from many 
states and several foreign countries. 
Many the visitors saw persons afflict- 
with leprosy for the first time. Per- 
haps some did have odd feelings first, 
but got over they met and 
talked with patients whose pleasant- 
ness and courage inspired them. 

the sincere desire help 
the chaplain and his wife—and now his 
daughter-in-law, make weekly 
trip Baton Rouge shop for the pa- 
tients. War time conditions make pur- 
chase catalogue difficult, and the 
patients cannot out todo their own 
shopping gladly try help this 
matter. There are others who shop for 
the patients. too, but there are 
many desires for this and that, 
few calls are not enough ‘‘supply the 
demand’’. The patients request or- 
der whatever they want buy. try 
make the purchase and successful 
deliver itthenext day. The money 
returned mail through the 
sterilizer. town the Chaplain and 
wife divide and goto many stores 
and shops. Toilet articles, garments, 
shoes, jewelry, picture frames, paints, 
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tacks, meats, fish, beans, bananas, avo- 
cados, oranges, nail pins, sta- 
tionery, holiday cards, golf equipment 
etc, etc. are few the articles pur- 
chased. Sometimes impossible 
get much desired article and for that 
are sorry. have found the mer- 
ly, hospitable and fully co-operative. 

have been asked what patients 
shop for. The answer is: ‘‘whoever asks 
Never have refused try be- 
cause religion, race financial ‘‘rat- 
ing’’. Though might seem like 
material thing, feel that it, the 
Golden Rule being followed and there 
much need for acts kindness 
for expected admonitions. 

Besides the conducting Sunday ser- 
vices the chapel, leading mid-week 
prayer meetings and Bible study classes, 
the principle activity the chaplain 
visiting daily with the patients the 
colony. This, would outside 
reader know, isdone freely any pas- 
tor who calls his people. Visits are 
made the patients the Infirmary, 
their and places occupation 
business. Many interesting conversa- 
tions are enjoyed the halls, passages 
and various other places. Some the 
visits are very serious indeed and have 
with suffering and sorrow, with 
fear, doubt, discouragement, faith and 
prayer. Others are jolly with many jokes, 
much laughter and pleasant ‘‘give and 
take’’. Serious discussions the war 
are heard every day and the verbal ac- 
counts loved ones service. 

closing, let the Chaplain say that 
the true motive for service here 
show toa group afflicted people 
friendship and compassion nearly 
possible like Jesus had and point the 
Way that life where there shall 
more suffering and where 


Chaplain and Mrs. Clifton Rash 


Three patients, two Protestant, one 
Jewish, sat listening intently book 
which was being read them. This 
book was Sholem Asche’s Naza- 
rene’’, story the life Jesus. The 
reader was Chaplain Rash. Another pa- 
tient, Catholic youth, stopped 
for few minutes excusing himself for 
interrupting but wanted Mr. Rash 
meet his mother who was visiting 
him from the East. Mr. Rash extended 
the visitor warm welcome and then 
and there arranged for her meet Mrs. 
Rash. The reading proceeded but not 
before one our Chinese patients, 
passing by, reminded Mr. Rash not 
forget bring him those two ducks 
from town, which wanted for very 
special occasion. Mr. Rash assured him 
that would not forget was go- 
ing town the following day, Tuesday, 
attend the monthly luncheon meet- 
ing the Baton Rouge Ministerial As- 
sociation and would stop the 
market for the ducks his way home. 

This was all the ‘‘day’s for 
Chaplain Rash. the mornings 
calls the sick the infirmary, often 
accompanied Mrs. Rash, and 
has been since their arrival here 1941, 
the day after the fateful news Pearl 
Harbor reached us, assume the pas- 
torate the Union Protestant Chapel, 
whose congregation interdenomina- 
tional. 

**see page 15** 
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DOCTOR REMINISCES 
Rudolph Matas,M.D. 
NOTE: Dr. Matas prominet physician New Orleans. specializes Surgery and 
Professor Emeritus General Surgery, Tulane University from which 
school graduated 1880. The following recollection his student days. 


When was interne the Charity 
Hospital, New Orleans 1879, was 
charge ward for leprosy patients. 
There were about patients who had 
been segregated that ward for lack 
any other place put them. Father 
Boglioli was the hospital chaplain for 
the catholic patients that 
very benevolent Italian priest who had 
virtually consecrated his life his ec- 
clesiastic duties. still remember him 
visiting the sick and administering the 
last sacrament and otherwise living 
the hospital and the community 
without the least social restrictions. 
was interested the patients that 
ward, that had seriously considered 
writing graduation thesis 
hospital observations, and particularly 
the case Father Boglioli, himself, who 
was the only person known have con- 
tracted the disease the long history 
the Hospital. have always thought 
him the Father Damien Louisi- 
ana. 

Distinctly remember also, that 
Common Street (now Tulane Ave. 
there was fruit stand midway between 
the hospital and the Medical School 
(later the site the Tulane 
The eldest son the Italian fruit ven- 
dor developed leprosy and remained 
the stand for oranges, ba- 
nanas, and other fruit the students, 
long before the disease was recognized 
and yet one seemed have contrac- 
ted the disease. These, and other facts 
that came under observation the 
time, impressed deeply with the 
very rare and exceptional contagious- 
ness the disease and the extraordi- 


nary natural immunity enjoyed the 
great the population despite 
the most intimate contact with the typ- 
ically infected individuals the most 
favorable conditions for its inoculation 
tropical heat and mosquitoes The 
relative rarity leprosy Louisiana 
the present time and the countries 
where prevailed epidemically the 
middle ages, and, later, when 
riums for the afflicted dotted the land 
everywhere, suggests that quite apart 
from segregation and sanitation, the 
wide diffusion the disease and its 
filtration through the social strata 


many varieties mankind the 


course its millennial existence, has 
led gradual immunization he- 
reditary dilution the modern world. 


From the ‘‘discussion fol- 
Introduction Leprosy into Louisi- 
ana’’, read before the Orleans Parish 
Medical Society, October, 1936, 


NEW CONSULTANT 


Dr. Martin Van Studdiford New 
Orleans has become associated with the 
visiting medical staff this hospital 
come here once month hold 
clinic. 

graduate Tulane Medical School, 
with postgraduate work European 
Clinics and member the American 
Dermatological Association, Dr. Van 
Studifford recognized out- 
standing man his specialty. 


Pass the STAR your friends. 
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HELEN KELLER’S VISIT BRINGS TONIC NOT FOUND MATERIA MEDICA 


Helen Keller stepped from The Star 
office into the corridor the 
building after friendly chat 
with group our staff. stood 
wrapped profound admiration 
this gallant soul whom have heard 
all the years our adult life and 
whom had just had the great priv- 
ilege meeting personally. With Miss 
Keller her spend-the-day visit 
this hospital Monday, May 21, was 
Miss Polly Thompson, 
companion for more than years, and 
they continued their way make 
the rounds visiting the patients 
their quarters, Miss Thompson called 
cheerily back us, on!” 

Guided Mis; Keller’s splendid ex- 
ample, will ‘‘carry with renew- 
courage and greater determination 
for Helen Keller living, breathing 
proof what the human spirit can ac- 
complish over well-nigh 
ble odds. 

Blind, deaf and mute from babyhood, 
Helen Keller, with the help her 
loved teacher, the late Ann Sullivan 
Macy, not only speak but 
graduated from Radcliffe College. She 
has written number books, 
works untiringly for the handicapped, 
associated with The American 
Foundation for Blind, and 
bers among her friends the 
personalities our times, both 
home and abroad and Miss 
Thompson spent much time before the 
war. 

During the afternoon her visit, 
Miss Keller met the ex-service men, 
patients this hospital, the Legion 
club room. the past year Miss Kel- 
ler said that she had visited hospitals 
and had talked with thousands 
wounded men. 
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the patients and person-. 
nel assembled the auditorium where 
Helen Keller spoke. Dr. Faget 
presented Miss Thompson who told the 
story early life and then 
introduced Helen Keller. When asked 
Dr. Faget she could have one wish 
fulfilled, what would be, Helen Keller 
replied, should wish for world peace 
and for brotherly cooperation with all 

would rather have hearing than 
sight for see through the eyes 
said Miss Keller reply an- 
other question. Miss Thompson explain- 
edto that she and Miss Keller attend 
concerts and the theater. ‘‘The last play 
she said, ‘‘was The Barretts 
Wimpole Street with Katherine Cornell 
Ninth Miss 
Thompson went on, when Tosca- 
nini conducting always place her 
hand the 

The Star office Miss Keller, who 
62, was asked Ann Page how she 
kept herself young and lovely; Miss 
Keller replied that came from her in- 
ner faith. She always 
explained Miss Tompson. 
patient remark, not beautiful 
woman but she hasthat inner beauty 
and goodness which makes her face 
shine and gives her 

Miss Keller and Miss Thompson live 
Westport, Conn. They motored 
Carville from New Orleans with Mr. 
Washburn the U.S. Public Health 
Service. They will continue their tour 
military hospitals. 

Helen talk our auditorium 
follows: 

Dr. Faget and friends: indeed 
happy event for with you 
last. For many years have heard about 

**see page 
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REPORT 


There are 17,000 cases Hansen’s 
disease the Republic Colombia, 
but the virulence the disease 
the decline that country, Dr. Antonio 
Jasbon Bogata told The Star when 
interviewed recently. 

Dr. Jasbon Epidemiologist asso- 
ciated with the Colombian Ministry 
Trabajo, Higiene Prevision social. 
spending two months this hospi- 
tal for study and observation fel- 
lowship from the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial. 

commenting the decline the 
virulence the disease Dr. Jasbon ex- 
plained that among the new cases dis- 
covered there were less the leproma- 
tous type and more the neural 
nerve type which considered milder 
form the disease and not infectious. 
Less than one-half the cases Co- 
lombia are hospitalized, each case being 
considered its individual merits. 
However, all cases, whether out 
the hospital, are required totake weekly 
treatments either from their private 
physicians out-patient clinics. 
Those persons with the neural type 
may about their normal routine 
working attending school any 
other citizen. particular significance 
was Dr. Jasbon’s statement that ‘‘only 
cases the germ can found 
are accepted 

Dr. believes that Hansen’s 
disease least contagious all 
communicable diseases. When asked 
considered Hansen’s family dis- 
ease, the Colombian medico replied 
that the years survey which 
made, found least per cent 
new cases among relatives patients. 
15,000 18,000 relatives patients are 
given annual examinations endemic 
areas. Dr. Jasbon concurs the opin- 
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ion advanced Dr. Cochran, Dr. 
McCoy and other authorities that 
dult infectivity uncommon but that 
children the age puberty are 
particularly susceptible the disease. 

Dr. Jasbon gave interesting ac- 
count three leprosaria. 
These institutions are located Agua 
Dios, Contractacion and Cano 
Loro; the latter being the oldest insti- 
tution its kind South America. 
Colombia recognizes that climate 
important factor inthe treatment 
Hansen’s Dr. Jasbon said that 
the government was abandoning Con- 
tractacion, their second largest insti- 
tution, because the climate that 
section the very humid 
(asin Carville) and has been found 
from experience that the patients there 
did not respond well treatment 
patients the other two leprosaria. 
are building new leprosarium 
the State Santander (hilly country) 
which will take care 1,000 
Dr. Jasbon said. 

1835, General Santander, 
bian hero, made laws concerning Han- 
sen’s disease and began campaign 
combat it. These regulations are con- 
sidered the most complete and effective 
this type the world. Over 
dred years ago General Santander recog- 
nized the susceptibility children 
the disease. The humane approach 
which Santander emphasized evi- 
denced the way which Colombia 
deals with the problem today. 

Dr. Jasbon gave the following in- 
teresting data concerning Colombia’s 
effective means meeting the problem 
Hansen’s disease: 

given from months settle his 
business affairs before entering lepro- 
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sarium. contrast the har- 
rowing experiences that some patients 
now Carville, have undergone). 

The healthy mate may accompany 
the patient the leprosarium and live 
there she desires, the 
ment furnishing quarters for married 
couples. 

Marriage the colonies among pa- 
tients not permitted, but patients 
out vacations and get married. 
(as Carville). 

Children born the colony are re- 
moved immediately birth. 

When patient hospitalized, the 
government pays him pension during 
the time lives the Colony. 

The government provides mainte- 
nance and education for children the 
patients. ($18.00 per child) 

When patient discharged from 
leprosarium, the government pays him 
pension for months enabling him 
rehabilitate himself. the discharg- 
patient too badly crippled earn 
his livelihood, the government gives 
him pension for life. 

The percentage eye involvement 
among Colombian patients extremely 
small, Dr. Jasbon explained. Discussing 
treatment said, oil 
and its derivatives the principal ther- 
apeutic agent but the promin treatment 
has been use since May 

Dr. Jasbon approves the use the term 
disease, stating that this term 
scientific and discussions the 
disease. 

Before coming Carville, Dr. Jasbon 
spent some time studying New York 
Skin and Cancer Clinic, University 
Michigan and Western Reserve. 

Dr. Jasbon spent several week ends 
the guest Mr. and Mrs. Perry 
Burgess Geneva-on-the-Lake. While 


their home saw the manuscript 
Mr. Burgess’ new book, which will 
ready for publication July. 
told that ‘‘Who Walk now 
being translated into Spanish Dr. 
Louis Rendon, Quito, Ecuador. 

Dr. Jasbon plans leave Carville 
bout the middle June. Several other 
Latin American doctors are expected 
shortly come this hospital for 
study under Leonard Wood Fellow- 
ships. Dr. Ruben Azulay Rio Ja- 
neiro, Brazil, will arrive June 6th 
and Dr. Luis Marino Bechelli Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, and Dr. Jorge Suarez 
Paz, Bolivia will also herein ‘une. 


SISTER NURSES HERE STUDY 


group Sisters Mercy from the 
Province Baltimore, spending 
some time here observe treatments 
and methods care before leaving for 
Trinidad, I., where they will 
duty the Chacachacare Leprosar- 
ium. The Group includes Sisters Grazi- 
ana, Leo, Luke and Xavier. 

Chacachacare ideal site for 
leprosarium has dry and cool cli- 
mate, free from malaria. 

Until recently Dr. Ernest Muir, 
famed international leprologist, was 
superintendent the Chacachacare 
Leprosarium. Since Dr. Muir’s 
England, Dr. Campbell has been 
charge the 450 patients there. The 
French Dominican Sisters have been 
nursing there for many years but due 
the war, they have been unable 
get replacements and called our 
country for help. The Sisters Mercy 
responded and will start their long 
journey Trinidad late June. 
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WHY FENCE IN? 


the April issue THE STAR there 
appeared article Sister Catherine 
Sullivan entitled THERAPEUTIC 
THERMOPYLAE, which should con- 
vince every reader the unfortunate 
plight, unjust and unnecessary suffer- 
ing experienced the several hundred 
patients this institution result 
the monotony and confinement 
isolation. 

have been patient here since the 
spring 1937 and one can under- 
stand the effect this phase our sit- 
uation who has not been subjected 
this isolation. sure that there are 
scores cases men and women like 
myself here, voluntary exiles protect 
members their family, who suffer 
the ravaging effect this confinement 
and separation the extent that any 
treatment otherwise beneficial great- 
retarded and too often rendered en- 
tirely ineffectual. 

This forced for victims 
leprosy Hansen’s Disease due the 
same ignorance the part the public 
general, that has existed for thou- 
sands years, also true the major- 
ity men and women the medical 
profession. Unfortunately they too 
manifest this same fear which 
denced the fact that persons suffer- 
ing from Hansen’s Disease are denied 
the use hospitals throughout this 
country that are open victims 
every other disease known medical 
science. What unfortunate and un- 
just condition this when medical men 
who have made study Hansen’s 
Disease very frankly state now they 
have stated for years past, that 
the most remotely contagious all 
communicable diseases. 

THE STAR congratulated for 
the fine work being done effort 


educate the public along the lines 
real truth this subject. But more 
than articles appearing this paper 
are necessary even scratch the sur- 
face the fear due ignorance 
Hansen’s Disease. The most effectual 
education can accomplished the 
American Medical Association, first 
educating the vast majority its mem- 
bership and through them and the 
Public Health Service real sincere 
campaign truth this disease. 

Ever since have been patient here, 
have contended that are suffering 
sion assume their real responsibility 
giving complete and fair statement 
facts concerning Hansen’s Diszase 
compared the scores other conta- 
gious diseases. The fact that some 
cases the manifestations Hansen’s 
Disease may seem unsightly they 
are more than cancer, advanced 
cases tuberculosis and several other 
diseases. Yet victimsof Hansen’s Disease 
are denied any the privileges the 
public accorded those afflicted with the 
above mentioned diseases. 

Why this cruel isolation such 
extent that patients this hospital are 
denied even the privilege crossing 
ordinary road perhaps feet en- 
joy strolling the great levee. They 
then might see the Mississippi River 
and ships plying and down since this 
great river flows almost completely 
round the land comprising this hospital. 
Yet all that may see through the 
property fences the levee, never the 
river. Even this would break the terri- 
ble monotony screened walks and 
seeing and hearing day after day only 
other victims this disease. 

When you consider fact that 
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almost every case, people confined here 
have been forced give family ties, 
friends, business and other normal ac- 
tivities practically dropping out ex- 
istence and scores cases compell- 
live far below the standards liv- 
ing and the environments that they 
were accustomed to, you may appreci- 
ate the mental anguish brought about 
such changes. 

persons suffering from Hansen’s 
Disease could proven menace 
the public, isolation might justi- 
fied. Such proof wanting. the con- 
trary many here, like myself, 
were given treatment outside private 
physicians for periods several years 
prior coming here. doubt some 
you, who read this article, have had the 
experience sitting the waiting 
rooms physicians with persons 
flicted with Hansen’s Disease waiting 
treated and although some these 
patients bore decided manifestations 
the disease you were unaware it. 
ments made Dr. Hasseltine, 
interview over radio station New 
Orleans, La. about six seven years 
ago. was questioned the inter- 
viewer regarding precautions tak- 
protect against lerrosy (Hansen’s 
Disease) and distinctly remember his 
reply, There little need for alarm 
since you are rubbing elbows every day 
this city with leprosy (Hansen’s Dis- 
ease)’’. And still are fenced in! 

Sister Catherine her article gave 
her experiences many years here and 
stressed the fact that limited 
tions were taken the doctors and 
sisters treating and coming daily 
contact with the patients and the very 
convincing fact that nearly fifty years 
the existence this institution not 


single case Disease has 
veloped among the doctors and sisters. 
Surely, this conclusive evidence 
the remoteness contagion Han- 
sen’s Disease. 

the past three four years there 
have been more visitors shown through 
this colony than perhaps all the 
preceeding years combined. Among 
these visitors have been groups young 
people from schools and universities 
which doubt has given both the in- 
stitution and patients much favorable 
publicity but need and can use 
much more and hopeful that such 
articles that Sister Catherine and 
the facts that trying bring out 
herein may used you, readers, 
open discussion Hansen’s Disease 
past, treated with fear through utter 
ignorance. 

hope furnish more proof 
claim, some future articles, that iso- 
lation for this disease along with many 
other traditional practices should 
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The buildings Carville are beauti- 
ful, but you something men and 
women when you put them behind 
fence, regardless how fine they are 
treated. That fence there, not because 
the Government put there, but 
because you and demanded it. That 
fence there because leprophobia, 
due ignorant, ungrounded fear. 

There are 378 patients Carville 


the present time and estimated 
that there are 3,000 cases the 
—Harold Chalfant 


From his recent address, givenin Los 
radio station KFSG. 


} 
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EDITOR’S DESK 

occurred any sanatorium 
dweller that there close relation- 
ship between Hansen’s disease and tu- 
berculosis?’’ This the question posed 
Mrs. Harmon, N., editor 
THE BUZZER, printed and pub- 
lished the patients Essex Moun- 
tain Sanatorium, Verona, 

From time Harmon has 
commented the progress THE 
STAR her colun, Contem- 
poraries’’,and appreciate the recent 
she gave us. 

Indeed, the similarity the two 
diseases has occurred sanatorium 
dwellers, and THE STAR deeply grate- 
ful our exchanges, magazines pub- 
lished 
throughout the country, for their 
receptiveness our problem and for 
the space that these magazines have 
devoted carrying our message. 

THE MOCCASIN, published the 
patients State Sanatorium, Ah- 
Gwah-Ching, 
about 
KOCH MESSENGER. published the 
patients Robert Koch Hospital, 
the banks the Mississippi River, 
four miles south St. Louis, reprinted 
Lendrum. PEP, published the pa- 
tients Firland Sanatorium Rich- 
mond Highland, Washington, their 
February issue, carried splendid 
story, Disease What’s 
enlightening discussion, Editor Shields 
queries his readers, ‘‘Stop now and ask 
yourself just what you know about 
disease, the modern name for 
leprosy?’’ admits that his own early 
impressions were gleaned from moving 
which victim was depicted wearing 


horrible, cobwebby veil hide his face. 
many said Editor Shields, 
was something dark 
and dreadful, like black 
adds that people still think 
leprosy incurable, hopeless tu- 


berculosis used regarded. 


methods are bringing encouraging re- 
Concluding, asks that read- 
ers PEP help ridding themselves 
their prejudices, thus promoting public 
understanding. 

the exchanges mentioned, well 
others sanatorium publications, 
THE STAR extends sincere 
are also grateful THE 
WHITE CAP, edited the student 
nurses Charity Hospital New Or- 
leans, for promoting the use the term 

disease”, and THE LAN- 
CER, published the inmates the 
Indiana State Prison, Mich. City, Ind. 
for their fine comments THE STAR. 

show you how carefully 
read the star, would like point out 
that believe there error the May 
number. states that Ernie Pyle was 
killed Iwo Jima. Actually, unless 
all wrong, was killed Island, 
which just couple miles off the 
west coast writes Dr. 
McCoy the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, School Medicine. Dr. McCoy 
right and stand correctly. The 
famed war correspondent was killed 
Jap sniper’s bullet 

interesting highlight the Mem- 
orial Service for Ernie Pyle held the 
campus the University New Mexi- 
co, Albuquerque, was the singing 
loha, one Ernie’s favorite numbers 
military chorus. Aloha (Farewel 
Thee) was sung group patients 
Kalaupapa for Ernie when left 
after spending several weeks, some 
years ago. 
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AMERICAN 


Chester Derveloy Alexandria, 
La., Grand Chef Gare, Grand Voi- 
ture Louisiana, and visited the 
ex-service men this hospital Sat- 
urday May 26. With him were Chas. 
Deck New Orleans, Assistant State 
Service Commissioner, and Miss Nancy 
Jane Marsolan the Veterans Admin- 
istration. had not been here 
since was Department Commander, 
several years ago, and his friendly vis- 
was much appreciated. 


Mr. and Mrs. and 
daughters Baton Rouge called 
their many friends here Sunday, 
May Mr. Chrisler the State Ex- 
ecutive Committee the Disabled Am- 
erican Veterans and always ready 
lend helping hand tothe men here. 


Joe Valma, overseas vet World 
War II, was elected Marine Hospital 
Post Commander for the coming 
year. Other officers chosen included 
Boger, vice-Commander, Steve Medina, 
Adjutant, Mung, Sergeant-at-arms, 
and Stanley Stein, Chaplain. 


The Post recently enjoyed treat 
snacks appetizers and sent 
Berkowitz Voiture 717, and 
Mattoon, Added the party was 
forth Ft. Worth, Texas, Past Nation- 
vice-President, Southern Division, 
American Legion Auxiliary. 


friendly message has come from 


LEGION 


Mrs. Charles Gilbert Norwich, 
Conn., National President the Am- 
erican Legion Auxiliary. Mrs. Gilbert 
recalls her visit March and 
says, can assure you that you have 
another good friend and that always 
shall push every effort possible 
help things turn out better for you peo- 
ple Carville.” 


Mr. Sam Long, Commander John 
Low-Joe Smartt Post No. 53, American 
Legion Dallas, Texas recently wrote 
us: Legion Post went record 
provide books for the Night School for 
Adults sponsored the Louisiana De- 
partment American Legion Auxiliary 
and the Day School for Children spon- 
sored the Government the 
hospital. This was done the sugges- 
tion Mrs. McCormick Des- 
trehan, Louisiana. turned this mat- 
ter over toa member our Post, 
World War veteran. George Hitz. Mr. 
Hitz got interested the project and 
and his manager, Mr. Grindell, 
both Ginn and Co, Publishers, de- 
cided make contribution anum- 
ber text books for the hospital. 
hope the books will prove worthy ad- 
dition your 

day two later received two 
large boxes text books for all grades 
and they will very useful our 
school work. are grateful the 
members John Low-Joe Smartt Post 
No. Dallas, Mr. Long, Mr, Hitz 
and Mr. Grindell for their interest and 
wonderful spirit cooperation. 
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THE PRESS REVIEW 

Under the scare-head caption, 
verseas’’, the New York Herald-Tribune 
(May 22) reported that Dr. Eugene 
Kellersberger, General Secretary 
the American Mission, 
statement, estimated that from 500 
5,000 returning service men will devel- 
leprosy during the next ten thirty 
years. Theconservative New York Times, 
reporting the same statement, added 
the word the estimate. 
Other Eastern newspapers carried the 
story, playing the angle. 

Belying the headline, the quotes 
Dr. Kellersberger saying that ‘‘A cer- 
tain number service men will come 
back with leprosy, but there 
sense being alarmist about it. There 

The press account reads follows: 

are 5,000,000 members our 
troops working tropical areas’’, Dr. 
Kellersberger said, ‘‘and while leprosy 
found all over. the world most 
prevalent tropical areas.” men- 
tioned Africa, India, East Indies, Phil- 
ippines and the southwest Pacific. 

The southwest Pacific, said, ‘‘is 
the greatest area where leprosy en- 
demic and where men are exposed the 
longest, and found every island 
the southwest 

Leprosy conspicuous the tro- 
pics, explained. because the great 
degree poverty and poor living con- 
ditions those areas, with their over- 
crowded quarters, lack sanitation, 
and ignorance. 

Dr. Kellersberger estimated that 
there are 3,000 5,000 cases leprosy 
the United States, with concen- 
tration big cities and the South. 
said there are cases New York 
today, and maybe even more. 


Dr. Kellersberger pointed out that the 
one leprosy center the United States 
Carville, La., hasa capacity 
present there are 380 patients there, 
said. 

ought disabuse the fantastic 
idea people have about said, 
must educate them mostly about 
what not. one the least con- 
tagious diseases the world and under 
proper conditions self-curing. But 
will never get rid it’’, added, ‘‘un- 
less put out the 

has taken many years acquaint 
the people even with the rudimentary 
facts the disease. For years 
the people, mindfuf the old cry 
victim the disease, have been under 
the impression that was one the 
most dreaded ailments the world, and 
that even near victim for few 
minutes meant sure contraction the 
disease. The lurid fiction spread the 
past years displays not the slightest 
scientific knowledge the disease. 


case leprosy, the first Con- 
necticut since 1927, has been discovered 
Granby, with the victim Jamaican 
working afarm there, Dr. Millard 
Knowlton, director the bureau 
preventable diseases the State Health 
Department, announced Monday. 

case tuberculosis would 
twice dangerous this lep- 
Dr. Knowlton said. there 
not contagious this 

patient contracted the disease 
Jamaica’’, Dr. Knowlton said, and 
will taken back Jamaica where 
there are ample facilities for his care. 

Hartford Conn. 

May 22, 1945 
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**Concluded from page 5** 

you and the home which you carry 
gallantly. bless the Sisters and 
Physicians for their constant efforts 
improve your health and meet your 
aspirations accomplishments and self 
health. have wanted visit you not 
only from sense affection and fel- 
lowship with you but also 
because you have faith which gives 
eyes our souls; and that sweet privi- 
lege granted today. 

More than ever feel the nobility 
your bow before your 
indomitable faith. You have heard how 
was wasinasoundless, hope- 
less world beset fears and thwarted 
desire. Darkness lay the face all 
things; then little word dropped from 
teacher’s hand. ray light from 
her soul set free and found my- 
self, found God, and fellow man. 
was because teacher had faith 
the hidden capabilities every human 
being that succeeded. You, too, are 
living proofs faith; how kindles 
our imaginations, strengthens for 
new purposes and stimulates with 
fresh interests. All around see 
splendid evidence your faith; your 
unselfishness co-operating with the 
service that heals and re-equips those 
again take their former activities. 
Your warm hearted unity aid one 
another striking declaration 
Faith’s might. Yes, dear friends, faith 
our unbreakable defense God 
with always creating within usa 
world which stands invincible 
sun softening all shadows. 


The Symphonette Eleven Carville, 
musical group composed hospital 
personnel, conducted Dr. Fite, 
will present program popular music 
the auditorium Tuesday, June 


NEW COMMUNITY SERVICE 

The patients Houses and 
now enjoy the reading hour, every week 
day afternoon from three four. The 
reader also patient selects items 
special interest the men, from Daily 
Newspapers and Magazines. This pro- 
ject was inaugurated May part 
was arranged through the good offices 
sponsored The Society, St. 
Charles Avenue Christian Church, New 
Orleans. This group has generously 
provided funds for the project. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 


WHERE 
Checking Accounts Loans 
Savings Accounts Exchange 


Christmas Savings Deposit Boxes 


Bank Money Orders 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window,- 
let know any way can serve 
you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON 
Established 1910 


ROUGE 
Member D.I 


THE CANTEEN 
the 
Recreation Building 
Owned The Patients 
Operated Patients 
Darrel Broussard, Mgr. 


FOR SERVICE STOP 


BUCK’S 


Carville, Louisiana 
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CHIT—CHAT 
Ann Page 


Life consists number small 
things the links continuous 
chain, some sad, some humorous, some 
important and some commonplace 
‘depending upon how each affects you. 

we’ve grown older, the closing 
school each summer has meant little 
but the million youngsters set 
free for three months, impor- 
tant event. with the youngsters 
Carville. They are ‘‘glad the free- 
dom school let There are only 
eight children here and their education- 
advancement varied their na- 
tionalities. The government school for 
them runs for full month session 
but classes are held only the morn- 
ing afternoon naps are considered 
more essential than additional hours 
classes. 

appendectomy isn’t considered 
serious but Nick was mighty 
portant and urgent. Most shared 
Nick’s grief and disappointment when 
heard had been rushed the 
Marine Hospital just ten days prior 
his proposed vacation have his re- 
moved. didn’t take into considera- 
tion the advancement surgery until 
got word that hours after the 
operation was out bed and could 
make his trip. 

Nick friendly,talkative sort fel- 
low met often. Readily related 
his general hospital experience 
when came back Carville. The 
nurses, orderlies anddoctors were swell 
but had the scareof his life while 
there. This how Nick told the story: 
was awakened sleep one 
night grunting noise and some- 
thing trying push out bed. 
raised up, rubbed eyes and thought 
saw man with only part face. 


grabbed glasses and put the 
light. seen right, this fellow had 
lower jaw couldn’t speak but, 
brother, was determined get into 
bed. yelled and the orderly and 
nurse came running. They took the 
fellow away but had seda- 
tive. Naturally, wasin for lot rib- 
bing after that and this how went, 
‘Nick, why did you get frightened over 
that man’s looks? just had malig- 
nant growth removed while you must 
see lots worse things than that Car- 
ville all the time.’ Now, that’s where 
you’re wrong, Nurse, don’t see any- 
thing there like I’ve seen here. take 
Carville rather than general hospital 
anytime. The sights are far more pleas- 
ant. 

Someone else’s mail isn’t interest 
you usually but often us. For 
instance, Mike came one day May 


show what the mail man had 


brought him. was one the day 
flags used inFrance brother had 
mailed the day after the celebration. 
the size asilk handkerchief 
with red and white striped back- 
ground and the flags the United 
ville. 

Unless there movie ball game 
the evenings here. Some the guysand 
gals for their bikes down 
the paved road the dairy along about 


that time. More now take the ride 


and more frequently, too, for thereis 
new attraction. Dr. Dinan’s mare has 
filly and she’s honey. weren’t for 
the current sugar shortage she’d 
sugar baby. 

When bicycle built for one carries 
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two, those rods sit become 
mighty uncomfortable even hap- 
pen well upholstered. not 
sure whether necessity romance was 
the mother invention John Harris’ 
case but built small seat 
his bike which adds much the com- 
fort extra passenger. 

Berry picking time has just passed but 
the redbug bites still itch. Louis vows 
that the redbugs watch for and when 
the leader spies someone rears 
his hind legs and shouts, ‘‘Attack! This 
add the mosquitoes must have similar 
plan action. 

The rocking chair brigade enjoying 
itself these balmy evenings with bit 
this and bit that. most join 
them miss some items for anoth- 
issue chit-chat. 


**Chaplain’s View concluded** 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Rash claim Salina, 
Kansas their home town. Mr. Rash 
received his Bachelor Science degree 
Salina Normal Kansas and later 
went Drake University Des Moines. 
Mrs. Rash attended Kansas Wesleyan 
University Salina and State Univer- 
sity Lawrence, Kansas. 

Mr. Rash came well prepared min- 
ister his Carville congregation. For 
years been pastor the 
First Federated Church Des Moines, 
Iowa which was interdenominational 
church having its congregation peo- 
ple religious beliefs. 

During his ministerial career was 
pastor the Christian Church Sa- 
lina for years. came Carville 
from pastorate Westmont, 

Once the Rashes lived the farm 
the Ozarks that Harold Bell Wright 


used the locale for his story the 
the Hills’’. They still own 
this farm. Riding horseback through 
the Ozark country look after his 
flock the Reed’s Spring, Missouri 
Church earned Mr. Rash the title 
Shepherd the Hills. often lead 
scientific expeditions through Marvel 
Cave Stone County, Missouri and 
has related interesting stories about 
this cave. 

Mr. Rash had become affiliated with 
the Mid-West branch the American 
Mission, and Miss Lulu Ervin. sec- 
retary that branch, Mr. 
Rash for the Carville pastorate. After 
discussing with him, interview 
was arranged with Dr. E.R. Kellersberg- 
The Board Directors the Ameri- 
can Mission then appointed Mr. Rash, 
subject the the United 
States Public Health Service. 

speaker. has spoken many church- 
and out Louisiana and has 
brought the story Carville many 
civic groups. Thursday, May 
spoke before the Kiwanis Club Baton 
Rouge. has broadcast over Radio 
Station WJBO, Baton Rouge the 
morning worship service. one trip 
Chicago Mr. Rash addressed audi- 
ence 3,000 people Orchestra Hall. 

Clifton Rash man tolerence, 
sincerity and understanding. That 
why well liked and respected the 
patient body. With Chaplain Rash, ‘‘It’s 
people that for himself 
says, most important 
hospital not the buildings, laborator- 
ies, clinics, doctors, nurses, means 
recreation occupation, but the pa- 
tients 

The Rash’s two son, Corporal Paul 
and Chaplain Wayne, are serving with 
the Armed Forces overseas. 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 
Mary Browne 


The station personnel has received 
expression thanks from Mrs. 
Collection Depot, Baton Rouge for the 
supply clothing which they contrib- 
uted the National Campaign for 
clothing for people liberated 


Staff Sergeant Ralph Sharp, son 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sharp, Sr., home 
from the European front, after com- 
pleting the required number mis- 
sions gunner American fighter 
plane. celebrate his home coming, 
the Sharps are having family reunion. 
Their guests include; Sgt. and Mrs. 
Ralph Sharp, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Tackett 
Silver City, New Mexico, Mrs. Fritz 
Trautzman and little daughter 
veston, Texas, and Lt. and Mrs. Charles 
Maguire Mobile, Ala., and their little 
daughter, Linda Ann. 


S/Sgt. Odom Amedee has been honor- 
ably discharged from the Army the 
United States for reasons physical 
disability. was separated from the 
service the AAF Regional and Con- 
valescent Hospital, Miami District, 
where had served for yearsas 
laboratory technician. 


Sgt. Isaac Landry, son Mr. and Mrs. 
Pierce Landry the Dutchtown com- 
munity was shot the Japanese ina 
execution June 12, 
his parents were recently notified. 
was taken prisoner the fall Bataan, 
and has been since 
May 1942. While Sgt. Isaac Landry 
was not personally know here, the 
brother Elmo and Bradley Landry, 
and Mrs. Edrel Landry Engler, who 
have been employed here. 


Bobbie Denney son the late Dr. 
Denney former Medical Officer 
charge and Mrs. Denney was recent 
guest Dr. and Mrs. Johansen. 


SPORTS 
ping pong table, the parting gift 
the Gleasons before their departure 
November from this station, has been 
set the old Material Office. 


Much interest being manifested 
lately tennis- the personnel court 
need repairs, and the tennis net 
should replaced (impossible under 
war conditions), but this has not 
ened the enthusiasm the tennis play- 
ers who throng the court daily. 


The Golf Courseis maintained good 
order. There are some folks who always 
play golf, and some others who play from 
time time. When teeing off for the 
No. hole (the tee ison top the levee), 
there good view the old ante- 
bellum home, GROVE” 
Ware)’ mentioned LOUISI- 
across the River. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Carville, Louisiana. 
have stock-We will get it! 


OUR SPECIALTY 
FRESH QUALITY MEATS 


WINTZ 


Carville, La. 


FURTHER FACTS 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self othcr human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small some 


these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection this leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. Neither factor 
was present the much publicized case 
Father Damien but his biographers 
assert that ‘‘The good father never took 
any precautions against infection but 
lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother 
Joseph Dutton, worked daily inti- 
mate contact with patients for over 
years without contracting the disease. 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are 
subject tono restrictions. down, 
go). 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star its entirety hand 


patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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not true, then, that life with 
all its limitations touches many 
points the life the World Beautiful? 
Everything has its wonders, even dark- 
ness and silence, and learn, whatever 
state may in, therein content. 

Sometimes, true, sense iso- 
lation enfolds like cold mist 
sit alone and wait life’s shut gate. 
Beyond there light, and music, and 
sweet companionship; but may not 
enter. Fate, silent, pitiless, bars the 
way. Fain would question his imperi- 
decree; for heart still 
ciplined and but tongue 
will not utter the bitter, futile words 
that rise lips, and they fall back 
heart like unshed tears. Si- 
lence sits immense upon soul. Then 
comes hope with smile and wispers. 
try make the light other’s eyes 
sun, the music others’ ears 
symphony, the smile others’ lips 
happiness. 

Helen Keller. 
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